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Background: The prevalence of cancer in British Columbia (BC) is growing by approximately 3% per year 
and the survival rate for all cancers continues to increase. With this marked increased in prevalence and 
survival rates, there is a need to leverage the expertise of family physicians (FPs) to ensure the 
increasing demands are met. A province-wide needs assessment was completed to better understand 
the needs of FPs providing care for patients with cancer in BC. 

Methods: The needs assessment was conducted in three phases, with results from each phase informing 
the next. The phases consisted of nine key informant interviews, followed by a comprehensive online 
survey, and five focus groups. 

Results: Analysis found that FPs see themselves as the key point of contact and psychosocial support for 
their patients throughout their cancer journey and value being involved in treatment decisions. Clinical 
knowledge related to cancer is highly variable in FPs and there is a need for more support around 
transitions in care and managing comorbidities, post-treatment follow-up and late-effects. Family 
physicians identified gaps in communication channels between community FPs and cancer providers. 
Finally, recommendations related to education and resources moved away from tumor-specific 
education towards more care pathway-based education and resources.  

Conclusion:  Specific barriers, enablers and support gaps were identified by FPs providing care to their 
patients with cancer. The findings will inform the development of programming, resources and 
educational offerings to better support FPs and improve the sustainability of cancer care in BC. 
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